
Church of the Resurrection – Parish Pastoral Council (PPC) Monthly Meeting Minutes 
October 12, 2022 

 
Members Present: 
Debbie Burke (’24), Tina Fesenmyer (’23), Adora Gallagher (’24), Christina Hefty (‘24), Thomas 
Johnson (’25), Matt Marrison (’25), Patrick Maguire (’25), Travis Polk (’23), Sandra Tarullo-
Jacobs (’24), Katy Wyatt (’23) 
 
Pastoral Staff Present: Father Denis Kigozi, Brad Romantic  
 
Members Absent: Alex Herrmann (Youth Representative), Rachel Hohman (Youth 
Representative), Judy Wright (’23) 
 
Pastoral Staff Absent: ACTION: Father Anish Thomas to be added to invitation roster for future 
PPC meetings 
 
The council met in the Ministry Center. Meeting began ~ 7 pm 

TOPIC DISCUSSION 

Opening Prayer  & 
Announcements 

Patrick gave the opening prayer.  No announcements. 

Minutes Debbie Burke moved that the September minutes be approved.  Tina 
Fesenmyer seconded. Minutes were approved unanimously with 
correction to Tina Fesenmyer’s first name and the spelling of Alex 
Herrman’s last name. 

Reports/Updates  Deanery Report - Adora Gallagher    Al Hannum reported to Adora 
that the Deanery is not yet up and running.  When they are, Tom 
Bindi has been recognized as another representative to the Deanery.  
 
Youth Report - Adora Gallagher     Alex Herrman reported to Adora 
that: 
• CREED  and RISE have begun.  PreK- 4th grade meet at 5 different 

times on M,T, and W.  5th-8th grade meet on Sunday nights. 
Middle School Girls and Guys night will begin on October 18th. 
This is an opportunity for interested students to meet in small 
groups for deeper discussion on selected topics. Jay Bohman is 
leading the Middle School Guys night. 

 
• The first Children’s Mass is on Saturday, October 18th. Children 

will serve as lectors and offertory gift bearers. 
 



• Journey with Jesus (Children’s Liturgy of the Word) has begun. 
The children were excited to have this program return. 

 
• The first Eucharist Family Dinner and Meeting will be Tuesday, 

October 18th. Families of 2nd graders will “meet while we eat” 
before heading over for 7pm mass. There are 72 -  2nd graders 
preparing to receive their First Reconciliation in January and their 
First Eucharist in April. 

 
• Catechist Retreat – Sunday, October 23rd . This annual Retreat 

Day of Renewal is for all catechists of adult, children, and youth 
programs. This year’s theme is “Salt of the Earth and Light of the 
World”. 

 
• The children have once again been invited to come dressed as 

their favorite Saint to the All Saints Day mass on Tuesday, 
November 1st . There will be a short party in the gathering space 
for the children with saint themed activities and the always-
popular Saint Guessing Jars. 

 
• Breakfast with Santa is scheduled for the morning of December 

3rd . This annual event is hosted by the Knights of Columbus, 
Women’s Group and Children’s Ministry.  

 
Evangelization Director Report- Brad Romantic 
Fall Festival 
• Approximately 300 people  attended the Fall Festival last weekend 

(Oct. 8) which included food, funnel cakes, chili cook-off (PPC rep 
Thomas Johnson won!), gathering places including fire pits,  room 
to watch the OSU game, etc. Brad reports that he is happy with this 
pilot and is looking to build on the core established this year when 
planning next year’s offering. Parishioners expressed an 
appreciation for seeing the staff and their drive/dedication to this 
event.   

• One goal of the event is to increase community touch points – that 
is to develop the parish as a place where community gathers – 
where people know one another. It is unclear how many non-
parishioners were present. Flyers were posted however, in future 
offerings promotion will begin earlier. The current flyers can be 
used and edited for future offerings.  It was suggested that it might 
be useful to specifically include in promotion materials that the 
event is not just for parishioners.  



• Some ideas shared included: Have food trucks come (they are a 
people magnet), have a local celebrity – such as the fire chief or a 
chef- “supervise” the chili cookoff, Have the game on an outside 
space or screen.  Thank you for your support. 

Rescue Project – Father Riccardo. Father Riccardo is a dynamic leader 
and the project has great momentum. 101 people are participating. 
Brad is still getting requests to join however, the project is so far along 
that it isn’t possible to accept them. They are considering offering this 
again in the spring or next fall.  
 
Walking With Purpose is thriving with about 100 women participating.  
That Man is You is also doing well with two offerings: Thursday 
mornings at 6 am and Saturday evenings at 7 pm. There will be a Men’s 
Retreat, focused on witnessing Feb 3-5. 
 
A new discipleship training group will begin in January. Those already 
training have begun to form their own small groups. 
 
Suggestion Box – Adora  There were no suggestions in either the 
electronic or physical suggestion box however Father did receive a 
suggestion to pipe peaceful music out from the colonnade to the 
New Albany students.  Father decided against this decision at this 
time. 
 
Pastors Comments – Father Denis  Father Denis will be in Uganda 
Oct. 19 through Nov. 19.  Father Jerry will help with masses.  At the 
beginning of October, Father Denis and some members of the Parish 
Finance Council attended the International Catholic Stewardship 
Conference in Anaheim, CA.  Father reported lots of good 
conversation, conferences, and ideas from the convention not only 
for fiscal stewardship but also stewardship of faith.  This weekend 
(Oct. 15-16) recurrent We Share givers will receive a message 
reminding them to switch to Parish Stack so their contributions will 
be continuous.  The staff sees many helpful features of Parish Stack 
particularly with respect to communications.  Finally, a pilgrimage 
opportunity “Journey through the Emerald Isle”  will be offered next 
fall (Oct. 15-25, 2023).  An informational meeting is planned for     
Dec. 6 
  

Old Business Welcome Breakfast – Brad and Adora  Due to the ongoing meetings 
for the Rescue Project, there is no space to host Welcome Breakfast 
right now.  Consequently, the breakfasts are on hold until January.  



January 22 was suggested for the next breakfast.  Brad will get 
together with the Knights to solidify plans. 
Discussion included concern for how to best welcome the growing 
number of persons who have joined the parish but have not yet been 
invited to a breakfast or otherwise formally welcomed. It was noted 
that with all the new baptisms, etc.  that it is hard to catch up and 
some discussion needs to occur on how to best welcome new 
members with the resources available.  It was suggested that a list of 
new members could be sent to Adora so that PPC volunteers could 
call new parishioners for the purpose of welcoming, that is: just 
finding out how they are doing and what they would like to know 
about, mention a breakfast if there is one coming, inform them about  
current church activities (such as cherub choir), etc.  A version of this 
could be done every couple of months to help welcome 
ACTION:  Brad to check with Knights re: Jan. 22 for Welcome 
Breakfast.  Consider sending the new parishioner list to Adora so PPC 
can phone call/welcome  

New Business Observations – All:   Since the primary mission of the PPC is to be the 
“eyes and ears” of the church, this time is devoted to PPC members 
sharing their observations about what is happening in the church – 
what they are seeing, hearing, and noticing. 
 

 Observations include: 
• In deference to those who have difficulty standing for long periods 

of time, would it be permissible to allow people to sit during the 
announcements.  

• In conversation, some expressed being uncomfortable and 
questioned the reverence of the music at some Saturday night 
masses.  Father asked for further details so he could better 
understand and talk directly with the person concerned. 

• Would it be possible to have some way for choir members to 
kneel more comfortably? 

• Would it be possible to light the south and east side of the 
ministry center at night – particularly after teen events?  It is very 
dark.  

• Could we consider having some large print missalette’s available 
for those who might need them? 

• Some people attending 11 am mass after the Festival wondered 
why the parking lot was still blocked off.  Response: The cones 
didn’t get moved in time. 

• Could we do some winter events?  For example, would it be 
possible to host a Superbowl party as a community event? 



Perhaps the youth / young adults could host.  Or to a football 
tailgate? 

• It was mentioned that in December,  all couples married in 2021 
will be invited to a free meal i.e. 1st Anniversary Dinner.  

• Could there be further catechesis from the pulpit about proper 
genuflection? 

 
Debbie Burke shared that Church of the Resurrection has been 
recognized by Food Rescue US for packaging and donating leftovers 
from catered conference lunches.  These donations occurred over an 
eight week period which, in turn, made it possible to make food 
rescue deliveries to the residents and staff at Commons at Chantry.  
The Commons at Chantry is  a supportive housing complex with many 
residents  who face chronic food insecurity. The donations made by 
Church of the Resurrection were particularly appreciated because 
Food Rescue has struggled to set up regular deliveries to the 
Commons at Chantry due to distance between the Commons and 
many of Food Rescue’s donating partners.   

Closing Prayer Christina                                                     

 

---- Meeting adjourned ~ 8:30 pm 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Sandy Doty 
Next meeting: PPC Meeting November 9 @ 7 pm  Location: Ministry Center 
November Opening Prayer:  Matt Marrison 
November Closing Prayer:   Sandra  Tarullo-Jacobs 


